Find out more about West Devon and Dartmoor:

The Dartmoor Partnership tells you everything you
need to know before visiting the moor:
www.dartmoor.co.uk

Find out more about attractions and services around
Yelverton:
www.drakesdartmoor.co.uk

If you're planning to visit Tavistock, all you need to
know can be found at the Tavistock Tourist
Information Centre: 01822 612938

email: tavistocktic@westdevon.gov.uk
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The Drake’s Trail cycle route, linking Tavistock with
Plymouth, was developed by Devon County Council
and is part of the National Cycle Network route 27,
(the Devon Coast-to-Coast route).

In all, route 27 is 102 miles long, running between
llfracombe in the north and Plymouth in the south.
For more information about the wider National
Cycle Network, visit www.sustrans.org.uk

Traveline can help you plan your journey to
and around West Devon:
0871 200 22 33
www.traveline.org.uk

Users of the Drake’s Trail routes are encouraged to
be environmentally responsible in your choice of
transport. If you plan to drive to and around
Devon please car share when possible.
www.travelwise.org.uk

This document can be made available in large
print, Braille, tape format, other languages or
alternative format upon request. Please contact
West Devon Borough Council on 01822 813600
Or email: services@westdevon.gov.uk
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The ODrake’s Clrail

The Drake’s Clrail Podcasts (1)

The Drake’s Trail is about three things:
* Cycling,

* Walking and

¢ Sir Francis Drake.

Launched in March 2009, the Drake’s Trail is a
network of walking and cycling trails.
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#\ route of the Drake’s Trail

~\ walking spurs:

© VYelverton to Clearbrook

@ Meavy to Burrator

@ Yelverton to
Buckland Abbey

@ Tavistock to Crowndale

~\ cycling spurs:

@ VYelverton to Burrator &
Clearbrook

@ Yelverton to Lopwell &
Buckland Abbey

ED Cycle hire available

River Tamar

Crownhill

You can find out much more about the trail -

together with maps and details of the spur routes

to download - on the Drake’s Trail website at
www.drakestrail.co.uk

The network has something for all age groups and
fitness levels, starting with the new off-road cycling
section between Tavistock and Plymouth. The map
on the left shows how the routes fit together, and
how you can make the most of an active break in
West Devon.

These routes link places that featured in the life and
times of well-known Elizabethan seafarer Sir Francis
Drake - from his birthplace to the house he owned at
the time of his death.

But the trails aren't just about Drake - West Devon
has a rich natural history. The Drake’s Trail will take
you through wooded river valleys and across open
moorland, and from bustling market towns to quaint
villages.

Route Grdlng Syste'm

This helps you get an idea of how strenuous each
route is. We have used the Cycle Touring Club (CTC)
grading system as a guide. The grade is shown on
the separate map for each of the routes.

EASY - A gentle gradient and good surface for both
walking and cycling, similar to a CTC green route

MODERATE - This route is likely to include some
hills and uneven surfaces. This would be the same
as a CTC blue route.

DIFFICULT - A route that includes steep and long
hills with some rough surfaces. These routes can be
strenuous and are equivalent to a CTC red route.

SEVERE - A real test for walkers and cyclists.
Luckily, there are no CTC black graded routes on the
Drake’s Trail network!

Podcasts are like

little radio broadcasts
that share information
about a specific
subject. In the case
of the Drake’s Trail,
the subjects are
things you will see or
encounter when you
are on the trails, such .

as Drake’s Leat or RAF Harrowbeer.

The Drake'’s Trail podcasts were developed with
support from the Young Roots Heritage Lottery
Fund. The podcasts are based on work by students
from Tavistock College. They picked through facts,
myths and downright fiction, and interviewed people
from Tavistock and Plymouth, to share with you
some of the secrets of the places you pass through
on the routes. .

Podcasts are not a traditional way of sharing
information with walkers and cyclists, but they do
offer a lot of information about the routes and are
very entertaining.

How to use the podcasts

Visit www.drakestrail.co.uk or
www.drakestrailpodcasts.info and chose the
route(s) you would like to walk or cycle. From there
you can download the podcasts that are relevant to
each route to your MP3 player. If you are unsure
how to use them, pop into the Tavistock Tourist
Information Centre for assistance.

When you are out on the trail, use your route map to
find out where to listen to each podcast, then when
you're done, take out your earphones until the next
one... enjoy!







